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Publication of Virginia Emigrants to Liberia
Internet Archive and Database
Virginia Center for Digital History,
University of Virginia

Virginia Emigrants to Liberia, a new website directed by
scholars affiliated with the Virginia Center for Digital
History (VCDH) at the University of Virginia, opens a
window into the lives of free black and enslaved Virginians,
the trans-Atlantic world they inhabited, and the African
nation they helped to found. This new resource is available
at:
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/liberia.
Between 1820 and 1865, some 3,700 African Americans left Virginia for Liberia, the West
African settlement founded by the American Colonization Society (ACS). About onequarter of these emigrants were free blacks, the rest newly manumitted slaves, most freed
upon the condition of their voluntary resettlement in the ACS-governed colony (1820-1847)
and independent black republic (1847-present) across the Atlantic. More than two hundred
white Virginians emancipated slaves for emigration.
Through the Virginia Emigrants to Liberia website, researchers can gather census-like
information on individual emigrants from a searchable database, read stories about
emigrants and emancipators, and easily access related online resources. The database
enables historians and genealogists to collect and analyze data not usually available for
enslaved people, such as surnames and family relationships, and connect people to localities
on both continents.
The website features a variety of resources, the heart of which is a searchable database of
emigrants and emancipators. The Emigrants table is searchable by first and last name,
place of origin in Virginia, ship, emancipator, and destination in Liberia. It provides
detailed shipboard census information often including full names, family relationships,
occupation and literacy; data from the 1843 Liberian census; and additional information
from ACS and First African Baptist Church (Richmond) records. The Emancipator table
is searchable by surname, county, and year of emancipation.

